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Memories of BG Heinie Aderholt. 

The ACA reunion won’t be the same this year. During reunion week my first visit was to Heinie’s office and I think I was always the first visitor and was brought up to date on air combat in South Florida and the rest of the world.  There was always something about visiting Heinie because it was  something special and you know you were talking to the guy who was a big part of the Air Commando  history.  Heinie always had those amazing stories which could keep you spell bound for hours if you had the time.  He had such a vivid and excellent memory.  It always amazed me how he could pull out all these facts and incident with ease. You could see the excitement and happiness in his eyes when you visited him as the flock was returning to the fold.  He made time for you and gave no excuse for not giving you time in his busy schedule.  

BG Ben King Memorial at Hurlburt.

Hq USAF sent me a letter on 13 Oct 2009 for recognition of BG Benjamin King and gave us several ways of getting it done and they would support us.  I sent the letter to the ACA and was assured that it was going to be staffed.  I understood from Chuck Keeler, then President, that it was being staffed  with the AFSOC Commander.  I called Chuck on numerous occasion and he told me that he was having problems seeing the AFSOC Commander to get an update.  Almost 9 months later it appears that it is still in limbo. This was brought up during the July 2010 ACA monthly meeting.   I received an email saying that the authorities at
Hurlburt will be queried again.  More will follow later.
.

Australian RAAF Visitors:

Two ACA members of the RAAF visited me in June and July.  Garry Cooper, a Tama;le FAC with the 9ID stopped by from his return from the 5/30 9ID reunion in Witcha Kansas stayed several days before returning to Australia.  He has one of the original Canadian T-6 rebuilt as a Japanese Zero for the movies.  He tried to find some buyers here at the Planes of Fame but didn’t have enough time.  He was an airline pilot with 25,000 hours of flying time.

Colin Benson also stopped by after attending the B-17 memorial service in Washington, DC.  He stayed several days and we paid homage to the Air Museum at March ARB and the Planes of Fame museum.  For those who haven’t visited for years it really has changed.  It has some modern facilities along with its historical aircraft collection.

Bien Hoa was the first Air Commando Vietnamese base in 1961. 

May 16, 1965: Accident at Bien Hoa kills 27 U.S. servicemen
What is described by the United States government as "an accidental explosion of a bomb on one aircraft which spread to others" at the Bien Hoa air base leaves 27 U.S. servicemen and 4 South Vietnamese dead and some 95 Americans injured. More than 40 U.S. and South Vietnamese planes, including 10 B-57s, were destroyed

 
Ron Alexander, ronalexander@mindspring.com,  Oshkosh
 I am in charge of programs relating to the C-47 at Oshkosh AirVenture this year.  It is the 75th anniversary of the DC-3/C-47.   We are searching for an AC-47 pilot who can relate some experiences with us during a presentation.  Can you put me in touch with anyone?  Thanks  Ron Alexander

We are sending out your request to AC-47 drivers and crewmembers.  There are a number who are interested.  Ron Alexander, ronalexander@mindspring.com 
Thanks Gene.  We would need him in Oshkosh on the evening of July 29th at 2000 for a presentation.  In addition, if he could swing it, or one of the gunners, we have another presentation on Wednesday the 28th at 1430.  This is the big year to celebrate the DC-3/C-47.  They would have to find a place to stay so as you mentioned someone who is already going or someone in WI would be best.  I have one person who flew the EC-47 but really need a gunship person or two.  They would have about 10 minutes to relate an interesting story or two about their experiences.  I would take either a gunner or a pilot if they are good speakers.  Any help I can get will be appreciated.  I flew C-7 Caribous in Viet Nam for the Air Force in 1967.  Thanks Ron Alexander
770-468-1534

Several of the Lao AC-47 drivers living in WI volunteered to help out.
One of our members _________________________________________________________

Ceramic Elephants.  Do you remember the craze of buying ceramic elephants in Vietnam.  Now Costco is selling these Ceramic elephants 

Bill Keeler , bkeeler041@cox.net,  To: tedandaj@hughes.net 

Keeler Flight suit and the history that goes with it.  You never know when your history will catch up with you and you hope it is good and not some kid that shows up and says that you are his father.

To; Ted Lehmann.  Greetings .  I read your letter in the May 2010 issue of the Air Commando Assoc. newsletter concerning my flight suit that you acquired.
I'm pleased that you have an interest about  Air Commando 'happenings' in the old days.  I'll be glad to fill in some of your blank spaces, should you desire.  I still live (the operative word) in Fort Walton, so just call (850) 862 3399 and we'll arrange to meet.
About the patches, briefly,In 1964 I was assigned with the 1st Air Commando Wing, 6th AC fighter Sqd. flying T-28s.  In '65 I worked with some Thai fighter pilots in SEAsia, who were flying combat missions in T-28s.  Hence the (ANY TIME-ANY PLACE) Air Commando patch.  In '67, '68, '69, I was an advisor to the Royal Thai Air Force F-5 unit, and wore the flight suit. Then again in '69 & ''70 back with T-28's and some other combat aircraft.
Looking forward to our talk.  Regards., Bill R Keeler, Col (ret)  USAF
Clyde Barr , clydeb1@yahoo.com, Remembering  Jerry Rhein

	I was saddened to read of the death of my former site commander, Jerry Rhein

at 20A in Laos.He was a great Commander and it was a real privilege to having served under his command. He was a great pilot as everyone knows. One one occasion I went to Lima Lima to pick up an O1 that the FAC had landed because of a rough engine. I, being the O1 crew chief went with "Mr" Reign via Air America to fix the engine and bring it back to 20A. When I flushed out the carburetor, and we were preparing to come back, He remarked,"Clyde its been so long since I have flown an O1 I have forgotten how to start the engine ( I doubt he had really forgotten) BUT if you will start it, I'll fly it out, Deal?" I replied, "You've got yourself a deal". I did and he did !! His only remark was as we were headed down the PSP runway, was when he said, Clyde you fat a-- I can't get this thing in the air!" About that time we lifted off and the rest is history.I once flew a strike mission with him in a T-28. on a mission he informed me that officially, never happened. I told him once if he would/could fly it. I would be happy to go along.

He was a great officer and  a great pilot who we all respected. Again it was an honor and a privilege to have known him, to have served under his command., Clyde Barr, MSgt USAF (ret)

Clyde this is how I remember him also and remember him giving me the finger as he was taking off in a loaded T-28 at 20A as I waved my hand saying that was a no-no as Col Tyrell testified at the Oct 69 Congressional hearing on Laos that we were not flying combat missions in T-28s in Laos.  


JOHN Stossel, feedback@foxbusiness.com, 03 Jul 2010, "What is Great About America" show 
Thank you very much for your great show on the military and prejudice in the US.in your excellent program "What is Great about America."  I really appreciated your telling about what we in the military sacrifice much for our country and sometimes is not appreciated by many.  Yes we are very generous as I practiced it in Panama, Laos, Vietnam and Spain.  We do a lot to show what America is all about.  You hit all the excellent points about the US instead of dragging us down.  You offered no excuses for things that may not have went right or our past history that wasn't all that bright but you emphasized our progression to our betterment.   Thank you for your excellent job of showing what were are as a nation.  Eugene Rossel, 

Lt Gen Albert P. Clark , USAF - Retired died on March 8, 2010 in Colorado Springs, Colorad 

This was a query I had from BG Cardenas on the SAWC Command hand over to him in 1968.
When I saw the picture of the SAWC Command hand over to BG Cardenas I knew that it was someone I briefed but couldn't remember his name -- Laos in 1969-70.  I sent several emails out to the old crowd of Air Commandos and received a number back and only Bill Williamson, who I think was the original Jungle Jim admin or intel officer, said it was Clark and right away that re ignited my memory.  Bob then identified him as the right person.  It only took about 4 days to bring back some 40 years of lost memories.   When I briefed Gen Clark in  Thailand on what I was doing in Laos in 69 he treated me like a real  gentleman.  Afterwards a USAF BG got me on the side and wanted to know if it was really true that the USAF in country pilots received cash in their locker after each mission.  I was really surprised at the question and I knew that out  Raven  FACs did not get anything except their regular pay.  I guess we had a lot of rumors going on what was happening in Laos at the time.    Researching old Air Commando history you sometimes come up with some real gems.

For those who are in search of lost rewards here is some data which was picked up on the internet for the Army Presidential Unit Citation:

Jim Green, hrntgunner@yahoo.com 
In case members of these units aren't aware  they earned the award I'm posting the info for Air Force units.

1st Flight Detachment, Nha Trang, 24 Jan 64-31 Dec 71

15th Air Commando Squadron, Nha Trang, 1 Jan 66 - 15 Nov 68

15th Special Operations Squadron, Nha Trang, 16 Nov 68 - 15 Nov 70

90th Special Operations Squadron, Nha Trang, 16 Nov 70 - 30 Apr 72

20th Helicopter Squadron (less non-Studies and Observation Group Pony Express detachment at Nakhon Phanom),

1 Jun 67 - 31 Aug 68

20th Special Operations Squadron, Nha Trang, 1 Nov 68 -31 Mar 72

The Citation was awrded by Headquarters Department of the Army, General Order No. 25, dated 8 Jun 2001. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Joint Service units were also included, as was the South Vietnamese Air Force,219th Helicopter Squadron, Danang.

Jim Green, CMSgt, USAF, Retired

MacAlan Thompson , mactbkk@gmail.com, Status of roads in Laos form someone who lives in Thailand.

The roads in Laos, which are actually very good pave two lane in a large part.  Drive all the way from Vientiane to LP and up north Nam Bac, east across the north to Rt 6 then left to Sam Nuea or south to Ban Ban (now Muang Kham) and the PDJ, all nicely paved.  Or south to Pakse, paved.  Savannakhet east to Lao Bao/Khe Sanh, paved.  Thakek east to the Mu Gia Pass, paved.  Only semi bad stretch in parts, because of lack of maintenance, is the E-W from Ban Houei Sai on the Mekong over to Nam Bac, north of LP.  Re Thai-Lao relations, reckon it comes down to $$$, as do many things in Thailand.  Heavy Thai private investments in Laos, largely in hydro power plants and one coal fired one.  Big bucks!!  Then the Thai are actually dependent on this Lao electricity even tho the Thai do negotiate well on the price. The Hmong are actually a small deal for the Thai but the Lao are really hung up on them, so the Thai want to accommodate.  Sad. - Mac



	


From FACNET on Stolen Valor   What people will claim and some past history.
 This is what I was waiting for! I hearby announce my candidacy for the Presidency. As a MOH recipient in Viet Nam, Iraq and Afganistan I am uniquely qualified to be President. I also have served in the Air Force, Marines, Navy, Army, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine. I hold the Air Force Cross, Navy Cross, and should hold more medals, but many of the battles I was in were secret. 

 I bet this same judge who claims this is "free speech" would be very happy to take my guns away.

 On the other hand, remember Gen Sickles? He defied orders at Gettysburg, almost cost the Union the victory, then went back to congress and awarded himself the medal of honor.  TER

Even then there was a flair to do these things back in the 1860s which are being done today some with a lot more balls than Gen Sickles.

Elizabeth Kaegi , ekaegi@mail.com,  Air Commandos in WW2 Burma

Dear Mr Rossel,
My mother served as a Nursing Sister in a Casualty Clearing Station of the British/Indian Army during the march to Rangoon in 1944/45 and she also cared for many Chindits in the course of her service. In her memoirs she also speaks warmly of the L5 pilots of the Liaison Squadron that helped with the evacuation of casualties.
I was pleased to read about the Air Commando Room at the Elgin Armament Museum.
Are you the person to whom I should address my questions? 
I am particularly keen to determine if there are any stories celebrated at the Museum that concern L5 pilots in April May 1945 in Mandalay, Meiktila and Magwe in Burma.
Thank you for your consideration,  Elizabeth Kaegi , Canada.

My mother's name at that time was Sister Ivy Pritchard. She was based at Sinthe, Myitche and Magwe in March to May 1945 and was awarded the Royal red Cross for her work. She was short and dark and very very Welsh!
Many many thanks, Elizabeth
Deear Elizabeth I am sending you some information on the L-5 and the WWII Air commandos.  All the Air commandos from II are celebrated at the Eglin Museum.  I will put this in the ACA Newsletter and try to get some of the WWII Air commandos to help you with your request.  Thanks for remembering our warriors from WWII. 

Larry Fletcher , fletch12@charter.net, , Combat Stories: Counter Invaders In Viet Nam

Gene,  The article was forwarded with no source to me by my cousin, USAF retiree Ken Wilhite. Maybe Ken can identify the source of this article.  My e-mail address has changed thru the years. I'm now at fletch12@charter.net. where I still get your e-mails. I retired from public school administration in 1997 to write about my experiences in Vietnam. Shadows of Saigon was my first novel published in 2000 with sequel The Shadow Spirit published in 2004. My author name is ELTON FLETCHER. Check Barnes & Nobel, Amazon, or Xlibris for my books.  Cheers,  Larry

Kenneth T. Wilhite Jr. 

 Combat Stories: Counter Invaders In Viet Nam --Larry,
This article came out of the June 2010 (Vol 11 No 6) edition of COMBAT AIRCRAFT MONTHLY. My father flew the A-26 when we were stationed at Myrtle Beach AFB after the war. I remember him telling me about flying the version with the eight 50's in the nose - must've been a rush!

Gene, The article was forwarded with no source to me by my cousin, USAF retiree Ken Wilhite. Maybe Ken can identify the source of this article.

 My e-mail address has changed thru the years. I'm now at fletch12@charter.net. where I still get your e-mails. I retired from public school administration in 1997 to write about my experiences in Vietnam. Shadows of Saigon was my first novel published in 2000 with sequel The Shadow Spirit published in 2004. My author name is ELTON FLETCHER. Check Barnes & Nobel, Amazon, or Xlibris for my books.  Cheers, Larry

Larry Fletcher , fletch12@charter.net, Excellent aerospace site.

Gene: This aircraft website is good. Check it out.For all aircraft buffs, this is a keeper (bookmark)..... the most comprehensive collection of aircraft info that I have  seen.   Want to check out almost any airplane ever built in the World?  Old, new, military, civilian ?
 Virtual Aircraft Museum , http://www.aviastar.org/index2.html
 

Mike Thurber,  thurberm@comcast.net,  E-Mail and Name Update...
Please fix the spelling of my last name (THURBER is correct, not Thruber)  and update the e-mail to   thurberm@comcast.net.Thanks, Mike Thurber

Gen Gul of Pakistan ISI,  Ret,speaks up.  This came from the Internet in a interview with Gen Hamid Gul, retired ISI since about 1992.

The former Pakistani spy master has hit back at allegations he supported the Taliban, saying the US orchestrated a mass leak of confidential files in a bid to scapegoat him for its failures in Afghanistan.

The claim by Hamid Gul, a retired general, is unlikely to gain much traction in Washington, where the publication of 75,000 classified reports by WikiLeaks, a website, has renewed debate over its Afghan strategy. But Mr Gul’s allegations that a hidden US government hand played a role in the huge breach of classified files may resonate in Pakistan, where anti-American sentiment runs high and conspiracy theories feed mainstream discourse.

“I am a very favourite whipping boy of America. They can’t imagine the Afghans can win wars on their own,” Mr Gul told the Financial Times. “It would be an abiding shame that a 74-year-old general living a retired life manipulating the Mujahedeen in Afghanistan results in the defeat of America,” he joked. “What are they going to do to the history books for their own posterity?”

Mr Gul’s name appears in about 10 of roughly 180 classified US files that allege Pakistan’s intelligence service supported Afghan militants fighting Nato forces.

The reports, which have not been independently confirmed, allege the ISI supplied 1,000 motorcycles to the Haqqani network of Afghan fighters to stage suicide attacks. Mr Gul is alleged to have ordered roadside bomb attacks on Nato forces in 2006 and conspired with Afghan militants to plot the kidnap of United Nations officials.

Pakistani analysts have cast doubt on the reports, saying they reflect misinformation fed to the US by Afghanistan’s intelligence service, which has a long history of hostility towards Pakistan.

Mr Gul branded the reports as “pure fiction”, saying his main occupation in retirement was spending time with his grandchildren and pursuing his horticultural hobby of refining mango and peach species.

He is credited with playing a key role in a campaign backed by the US Central Intelligence Agency to fight Soviet invaders in Afghanistan in the 1980s by supporting Mujahedeen guerrillas, and headed the powerful Inter-Services Intelligence agency from 1987 to 1989.

Mr Gul has not held an official position since 1992, although he is regarded as well-connected within Pakistan’s powerful military establish.

 I found that some of his comments were of great interest.

Dennis Prager ,  A hypothetical  comments of “I am your new principal.”  Something we need very badly without a draft.
To the students and faculty of our high school: 
 
I am your new principal, and honored to be so. There is no greater calling than to teach young people. 
 
I would like to apprise you of some important changes coming to our school. I am making these changes because I am convinced that most of the ideas that have dominated public education in America have worked against you, against your teachers, and against our country. 
 
First, this school will no longer honor race or ethnicity. I could not care less if your racial makeup is black, brown, red, yellow, or white. I could not care less if your origins are African, Latin American, Asian, or European, or if your ancestors arrived here on the Mayflower or on slave ships. 
 
The only identity I care about, the only one this school will recognize, is your individual identity - your character, your scholarship, your humanity. And the only national identity this school will care about is American. This is an American public school, and American public schools were created to make better Americans 
 
If you wish to affirm an ethnic, racial, or religious identity through school, you will have to go elsewhere. We will end all ethnicity-, race-, and non-American-nationality-based celebrations. They undermine the motto of America, one of its three central values - e pluribus unum, "from many, one." And this school will be guided by America's values. 
 
That includes all after-school clubs. I will not authorize clubs that divide students based on any identities. This includes race, language, religion, sexual orientation, or whatever else may become in vogue in a society divided by political correctness. 
Your clubs will be based on interests and passions, not blood, ethnic, racial, or other physically defined ties. Those clubs just cultivate narcissism - an unhealthy preoccupation with the self - while the purpose of education is to get you to think beyond yourself. So we will have clubs that transport you to the wonders and glories of art, music, astronomy, languages you do not already speak, carpentry, and more. If the only extracurricular activities you can imagine being interested in are those based on ethnic or racial or sexual identity, that means that little outside of yourself really interests you. 
 
Second, I am uninterested in whether English is your native language. My only interest in terms of language is that you leave this school speaking and writing English as fluently as possible. The English language has united America's citizens for more than 200 years, and it will unite us at this school. It is one of the indispensible reasons this country of immigrants has always come to be one country. And if you leave this school without excellent English-language skills, I will have been remiss in my duty to ensure that you are prepared to compete successfully in the American job market. We will learn other languages here - it is deplorable that most Americans only speak English - but if you want classes taught in your native language rather than in English, this is not your school. 
 
Third, because I regard learning as a sacred endeavor, everything in this school will reflect learning's elevated status. This means, among other things, that you and your teachers will dress accordingly Many people in our society dress more formally for a meal at a nice restaurant than they do for church or school. These people have their priorities backwards Therefore, there will be a formal dress code at this school. 
 
Fourth, no obscene language will be tolerated anywhere on this school's property - whether in class, in the hallways, or at athletic events. If you can't speak without using the F-word, you can't speak. By obscene language I mean the words banned by the Federal Communications Commission plus epithets such as the N-word, even when used by one black student to address another, or "bitch," even when addressed by a girl to a girlfriend. It is my intent that by the time you leave this school, you will be among the few of your age to distinguish instinctively between the elevated and the degraded, the holy and the obscene. 
 
Fifth, we will end all self-esteem programs. In this school self-esteem will be attained in only one way (the way people attained it until the state of California decided otherwise a generation ago) - by earning it. One immediate consequence is that there will be one valedictorian, not eight. 
 
Sixth, and last, I am reorienting the school toward academics and away from politics and propaganda. No more time will be devoted to scaring you about smoking and caffeine, or terrifying you about sexual harassment or global warming. No more semesters will be devoted to condom-wearing and teaching you to regard sexual relations as only or primarily a health issue. There will be no more attempts to convince you that you are a victim because you are not white, or not male, or not heterosexual, or not Christian. We will have failed if any one of you graduates from this school and does not consider him or herself inordinately lucky - to be alive and to be an American. 
 
Now, please stand and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of our country. As many of you do not know the words, your teachers will hand them out to you. 
 
- Dennis Prager is a nationally syndicated radio talk-show host and columnist. He may be contacted through his website, dennisprager.com. 
 
 
 
This is one of a kind speech of a great General of the US Army
GEN Stanley McChrystal’s remarks on the occasion of his retirement ceremony, 23 July 2010, Fort McNair, Washington D.C.

GEN. MCCHRYSTAL: This is frustrating. I spent a career waiting to give a retirement speech and lie about what a great soldier I was. Then people show up who were actually there. It proves what Doug Brown taught me long ago; nothing ruins a good war story like an eyewitness.


To show you how bad it is, I can't even tell you I was the best player in my little league because the kid who was the best player is here tonight. In case you're looking around, he's not a kid anymore.


But to those here tonight who feel the need to contradict my memories with the truth, remember I was there too. I have stories on all of you, photos on many, and I know a Rolling Stone reporter. (Laughter.) (Applause.)


Look, this has the potential to be an awkward or even a sad occasion. With my resignation, I left a mission I feel strongly about. I ended a career I loved that began over 38 years ago. And I left unfulfilled commitments I made to many comrades in the fight, commitments I hold sacred.


My service did not end as I would have wished, and there are misperceptions about the loyalty and service of some dedicated professionals that will likely take some time but I believe will be corrected.


Still, Annie and I aren't approaching the future with sadness but with hope and iPhones. And my feelings for more than 34 years I spent as an Army officer are a combination of surprise that any experience could have been as rich and fulfilling as mine was and gratitude for the comrades and friends we were blessed with.


That's what I feel. And if I fail to communicate that effectively tonight, I'll simply remind you that Secretary Gates once told me I was a modern Patton of strategic communications. (Laughter.) Fair point.


So if we laugh tonight, it doesn't mean all these years have not been important to me. It means the opposite; that every day and every friend were gifts I treasure and I need to celebrate.


But first, I need to address two questions that we've been asked often lately. The first is: What are you going to do? Actually, Annie is the one who's asking me that. I'm thinking I'd be a good fashion consultant and spokesman for Gucci -- (laughter) -- but they haven't called.


The other question is always asked a bit tentatively. How are you and Annie doing? We did spend some years apart, but we're doing well. And I am carrying some of what I learned into retirement.


First, Annie and I are reconnecting. And now, we're up on Skype with each other. Of course, we never did that all the years I was 10,000 miles away, but now we can connect by video link when we're 15 feet apart. And I think she really likes that. (Laughter.)


I was so enthused I tried using Skype for a daily family VTC -- (laughter) -- where I could get updates and pass out guidance, but there's some resistance to flatter and faster in the McChrystal household.


The same is true for the tactical directive I issued soon after my return. It's reasonable guidance: One meal a day, early-morning PT, the basics of a good family life. (Laughter.)


But I've gotten a few night letters, and Annie's stocking up on ammonium nitrate fertilizer -- (laughter) -- which is strange since our new yard is smaller than this podium.


Although the insurgency is relatively small -- one woman -- she's uninterested in reintegration. (Laughter.) I assess the situation as serious and, in many ways, deteriorating. (Laughter.)


Mr. Secretary, look at her. I'm thinking at least 40,000 troops. (Laughter.) (Applause.)


Let me thank everyone for being here. This turnout is truly humbling. Here tonight are my wife and son, my four brothers, two nephews, mentors, comrades from countless phases of my career, and some special guests whose service and sacrifice are impossible to describe with words.


But because this crowd is pretty big, for good order and discipline, I've divided you all into four groups. Please remember your group number. (Laughter.)


Group 1 are all the people who accepted responsibility for making this ceremony work from the planners to the soldiers on the field. My apologies for all the time you spend in the heat. You're special people. And in my mind, you also represent soldiers all over the world. You have my sincere appreciation.


The second group -- (applause). The second group is distinguished servants of all nations who have taken time from your often-crushing schedules to be here. And thanks for your years of support and friendship. I got you out of the office early on Friday.


Group 3 are warriors of all ranks, and that includes many who don't wear a uniform but defend our nation with whom I have shared aircraft, VTCs, remote outposts, frustrations, triumphs, laughs and a common cause for many years. You are not all here. Some of you are deployed and in the fight. Others rest across river in Arlington. Most of the credit I've received actually belongs to you. It has been your comradeship that I have considered the greatest honor of my career.


Finally, Group 4 is all those who've heard we're having two kegs of beer in the backyard after my ceremony. This group includes a number of my classmates from West Point, old friends, most of the warriors from Group 3, and some others who defy accurate description. Anyone already carrying a plastic cup might be considered the vanguard of Group 4. (Laughter.) Everyone here today is invited to join.


To Secretary Gates, I want to express my personal thanks, certainly, for your generous remarks but more for your wisdom and leadership which I experienced firsthand in each of my last three jobs. Your contribution to the nation and to the force is nothing short of historic.


Similarly, I want to thank the many leaders, civilian and military, of our nation beginning with President Obama for whom and with whom I was honored to serve. Whether elected, appointed or commissioned, the common denominator of selfless service has been inspiring.


As COM ISAF, I was provided a unique opportunity to serve alongside the professionals of 46 nations under the leadership of NATO. We were stronger for the diversity of our force, and I'm better for the experience.


My thanks, also, to the leadership and people of Afghanistan for their partnership, hospitality and friendship. For those who are tempted to simplify their view of Afghanistan and focus on the challenges ahead, I counter with my belief that Afghans have courage, strength and resiliency that will prove equal to the task.


My career included some amazing moments and memories, but it is the people I'll remember. It was always about the people. It was about the soldiers who are well-trained but, at the end of the day, act out of faith in their leaders and each other; about the young sergeants who emerge from the ranks with strength, discipline, commitment and courage.


As I grew older, the soldiers and sergeants of my youth grew older as well. They became the old sergeants, long-service professionals whose wisdom and incredible sense of responsibility for the mission and for our soldiers is extraordinary.


And the sergeants major -- they were a national treasure. They mold and maintain the force and leaders like me. They have been my comrade, confidante, constructive critic, mentor and best friend.


A little more than a year ago on a single e-mail, Command Sergeant Major Mike Hall came out of retirement, leaving a job, his son and his amazing wife Brenda to join me in Afghanistan. To Mike, I could never express my thanks. To Brenda, I know after all these years, I owe you. I also love you.


To true professionals like Sergeants Major Rudy Valentine, Jody Nacy, Steve Cuffie, CW Thompson, Chris Craven, Jeff Mellinger and Chris Farris, your presence here today is proof that, when something is truly important, like this ceremony, you're on hand to make sure I don't screw it up.


I've been blessed with the presence of old friends throughout my career, friendships that began long ago at West Point, Forts Benning, Bragg, Lewis or countless other locations and shared years of Army life, moving vans, kids, laughs, disappointments, and each other's successes which grew into bonds that became critical on the battlefield.
I treasure a note I received during a particularly tough time in Afghanistan in 2007 from fellow commander, Dave Rodriguez, that quoted Sherman's confidence that, if he ever needed support, he knew his friend Grant would come to his aid if alive. Serving with people who say and mean such words is extraordinary.


I served with many. Many of you are here tonight. And not all the heroes are comrades are in uniform. In the back of a darkened helicopter over Kunar, Afghanistan, in 2004, a comrade in blue jeans whose friendship I cherish to this day passed me a note. Scribbled on a page torn from a pocket notebook, the note said, "I don't know the Ranger Creed, but you can count on me to always be there." He lived up to his promise many times over.


To have shared so much with and been so dependent on people of such courage, physical and moral, integrity and selflessness taught me to believe.


Annie's here tonight. No doubt she walked the 50 feet from our front door in cute little Italian shoes of which we have an extensive collection. (Laughter.) In Afghanistan, I once considered using Annie's shoe purchases as an argument to get Italy to send additional forces. (Laughter.) But truth be known, I have no control over that part of the McChrystal economy. (Laughter.)


But she's here like she's always been there when it mattered. Always gorgeous. For three and a half years, she was my girlfriend then fiancée and, for over 33 years, she's been my wife.


For many years, I've joked, sometimes publicly, about her lousy cooking, terrifying closets, demolition derby driving and addiction to M&M candy, which is all true. But as we conclude a career together, it's important for you to know she was there.


She was there when my father commissioned me a second lieutenant of infantry and was waiting some months later when I emerged from Ranger School. Together, we moved all we owned in my used Chevrolet Vega to our first apartment at Fort Bragg. The move, with our first days in our $180-a-month apartment, was the only honeymoon I was able to give her, a fact she has mentioned a few times since.


Annie always knew what to do. She was gracious when she answered the door at midnight in her nightgown to fight Sergeant Emo Holtz, a huge mortarman, carrying a grocery bag of cheap liquor for a platoon party I'd hastily coordinated that evening and not told Annie about following a Friday night jump. I got home not long after to find Annie making food for assembling paratroopers. Intuitively, Annie knew what was right and quietly did it.


With 9/11, she saw us off to war and patiently supported the families of our fallen with stoic grace. As the years passed and the fight grew ever more difficult and deadly, Annie's quiet courage gave me strength I would never otherwise have found.


It's an axiom in the Army that soldiers write the checks but families pay the bills. And war increases both the accuracy of that statement and the cost families pay.


In a novel based on history, Steven Pressfield captured poignantly just how important families were and, I believe, are today. Facing an invading Persian army under King Xerxes, a coalition of Greek states sent a small force to buy time by defending the pass at Thermopylae and were led by 300 special, selected Spartans. The mission was desperate and death for the 300 certain.


Before he left to lead them, the Spartan king, Leonidas, explained to one of the Spartan wives how he had selected the 300 from an entire army famed for its professionalism, courage and dedication to duty.


"I chose them not for their valor, lady, but for that of their women. Greece stands now upon her most perilous hour. If she saves herself, it will not be at the gates. Death alone awaits us and our allies there but later in battles yet to come by land and sea.


"Then Greece, if the gods will it, will preserve herself. Do you understand this, lady? Well, now, listen, when the battle is over, when the 300 have gone to death, then all Greece will look to the Spartans to see how they bear it. But who, lady, will the Spartans look to? To you. To you and the other wives and mothers, sisters and daughters of the fallen.


"If they behold your hearts riven and broken with grief, they too will break and Greece will break with them. But if you bear up, dry eyed, not alone enduring your loss but seizing it with contempt for its agony and embracing it as the honor that it is in truth, then Sparta will stand and all Greece will stand behind her.


"Why have I nominated you, lady, to bear up beneath this most terrible of trials, you and your sisters of the 300? Because you can."


To all who wear no uniform but give so much, sacrifice so willingly and serve as such an example to our nation and each other, my thanks.


As I leave the Army, to those with responsibility to carry on, I'd say, service in this business is tough and often dangerous. It extracts a price for participation, and that price can be high.


It is tempting to protect yourself from the personal or professional costs of loss by limiting how much you commit, how much of belief and trust in people, and how deeply you care. Caution and cynicism are safe, but soldiers don't want to follow cautious cynics. They follow leaders who believe enough to risk failure or disappointment for a worthy cause.


If I had it to do over again, I'd do some things in my career differently but not many. I believed in people, and I still believe in them. I trusted and I still trust. I cared and I still care. I wouldn't have had it any other way.


Winston Churchill said we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give. To the young leaders of today and tomorrow, it's a great life. Thank you. (Applause.)

Watchdogs Work to Expose Military Fakers
July 26, 2010, Kansas City Star 

This is about the people who safeguard our honor and our military decorations and who make daily searches for those who are wannabe and are fraud and expose them to the authorities.

http://www.military.com/news/article/watchdogs-work-to-expose-military-fakers.html?wh=news&ESRC=airforce.nl

Army Capt. Joshua Howard, a physician's assistant at Fort Riley, Kan., ran across the newspaper story online about a Korean War veteran who was to be inducted into the Kansas National Guard Hall of Fame. 

In the accompanying photo, the veteran wore a khaki shirt covered with ribbons and medals, black bars and stripes. 

The story told how this veteran had received the military's No. 2 and 3 awards for valor -- the Distinguished Service Cross and the Silver Star -- along with two Purple Hearts, one pinned on by Gen. Douglas MacArthur. And how he had been a prisoner of war in Korea for 5 1/2 months. 

But the more Howard read, the more "those medals and his account of it all didn't add up," he said. 

He called friends to ask about the different medals. He e-mailed the photo and story. He wanted to know. 

"I work with guys here who have PTSD, Soldiers who have lost legs and stuff, and they don't have these super-cool medals and badges," Howard said. 

Within days, the veteran's face stared out from several websites, with other veterans questioning whether he was a real hero or a fake. 

It is a question that is being asked more and more these days. 

"It's an epidemic of military fakers and liars out there," said Mary Schantag of Branson, who has made it her job to expose fake POWs. 

So far this year, Schantag and her retired Marine husband, Chuck, have received requests to check almost 8,000 names to verify POW claims. Last year, they ran more than 14,000 names. 

The Schantags, along with Vietnam veteran Doug Sterner of Virginia, are members of the 22-member Stolen Valor Task Force, a group of veterans and military researchers across the country who share information to expose military impostors. 

Self-taught experts, they collect tidbits of information every day from dozens of sources; file Freedom of Information requests; and gather notes from general orders, historical accounts and prisoner of war records. They scrutinize the material, cross-check it with other sources and build databases. 

Their goal is to have a searchable repository of all earned medals of valor. A place where the public can read stories about heroes who otherwise might be forgotten. 

Every one of the task force members knew a real hero who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country. 

And every one has vowed to stop those who would steal another's valor. 

It was task force members who pushed Congress to approve the 2006 Stolen Valor Act, which strengthened existing laws covering the unauthorized wearing of or laying claim to military decorations. The act made it a crime to lie about one's military service. 

The law is being challenged on First Amendment free speech grounds in several states. It was upheld in California. But recently in Colorado, a federal judge dismissed a case against a man who falsely claimed he was a Marine captain who had been wounded while serving in Iraq and had received a Purple Heart and a Silver Star. 

U.S. District Judge Robert Blackburn said the law unconstitutionally punished speech based on its content without a compelling government interest to justify the restriction. The decision set precedent only in Colorado, but it may open up more challenges nationwide. 

Out of the thousands of people who have lied about or exaggerated their service, Sterner said, only about 55 have been prosecuted for false valor claims, and most have not received stiff punishments. 

Last month, federal prosecutors agreed to drop a Stolen Valor charge against Timothy J. Watkins of Kansas City, North, if he completed 18 months of pretrial supervision without a problem. As part of the diversion agreement, Watkins agreed that he had lied about his military history and receiving the Purple Heart and Silver Star. 

Some may look at these cases and ask: What's the big deal? Who cares if the stories aren't true? What harm is done? 

But many veterans are outraged every time a military faker is exposed. They see a crime against the honor of those who really did charge up hills, wipe out machine-gun positions, drag wounded buddies to safety and endure terrible wounds -- or even death. 

Every valor award comes at a very high cost, said John V. Lilyea, a retired Army sergeant first class in West Virginia who runs the website This Ain't Hell, But You Can See It From Here. 

"We're so tired of these guys who say they're heroes and they're really fakers," he said. 

Lilyea said he has had to tell grieving families that a loved one could not be buried with military honors because he had lied about his service. 

"If we catch them while they're alive, they have a chance to explain it and maybe redeem themselves," he said. 

-- -- -- 

The Schantags, who split their time between homes in Branson and Skidmore, Mo., founded the POW Network. 

The nonprofit is not affiliated with the government, nor is it paid for its work. Mary Schantag said the operation functions solely on donations. It is a labor of love for the couple. 

And there is plenty of labor to do. 

Twenty years ago, the Schantags considered two dozen names a year to be a high number. Now they get about three dozen requests a day. 

On certain days of the year, the phone rings nearly nonstop. 

"The three worst days for us are the days after Memorial Day, Fourth of July and Veterans Day," Mary Schantag said. 

Prime days for reminiscing about past glories -- real or not. 

When the Schantags started this work in 1989, their goal was only to find missing former POWs. But something happened along the way. 

"We started finding out about a lot of phonies and fakers," she said. 

-- -- -- 

Sterner believes in heroes. He believes in their ability to inspire. He believes their stories should be told, remembered and treasured. 

But the military, while keeping miles of paper records, had never put them into a searchable online database. 

So Sterner set out to create his own. Over the past 16 years, he has compiled in one database all the information he could find on the recipients of the military's top three awards for valor: the Medal of Honor, the Distinguished Service Cross (including the Navy Cross and Air Force Cross) and the Silver Star. 

It is slow, slogging work. Last year, with donations not keeping up with costs, he nearly had to close it down. But the Military Times newspapers saw its value and bought the database from him. Sterner is now its main curator. 

The database is easily searchable, with every Medal of Honor and Distinguished Service Cross citation from every war the U.S. has fought in. (The compilation of Silver Stars is not yet complete.) 

The process of tracking down military records is daunting. Some information is buried in the files of an entire unit instead of those of individuals. Some records were lost in a 1973 fire in a military records center in St. Louis. 

But Sterner has made a home in cyberspace for the really big honors. Future generations can read what their loved ones did, Sterner said, "so we won't forget." 

A few years ago, Sterner helped a Kansas City woman confirm her deceased father's heroism. Twenty-three years after his death, the family received a funeral for him with full military honors in Arlington National Cemetery. 

But what Sterner started as a way to help the public remember military heroes has become the go-to resource for verifying or disproving accounts of valor. 

"I have never found Doug's site to be inaccurate," said Tom Cottone Jr., a former FBI agent in Washington, D.C. 

Cottone, who retired two years ago, spent 14 years ferreting out military impostors, focusing mostly on those who falsely claimed to be Medal of Honor recipients. Sterner, he said, "is extremely careful and diligent when he puts someone's record on the site." 

And if someone's name is not there, that says a lot, too. 

-- -- -- 

The Korean veteran's story, published in April in a Kansas newspaper, illustrates how fast an account can spread, catching the eyes of veterans and watchdogs within days. 

The story told about the veteran's pending induction into the Kansas National Guard Hall of Fame, an honor for which he had been nominated by city officials and others in his hometown. 

He is a local hero, representing veterans in parades and the honor guard, playing taps, folding the flag to present to widows at funerals. 

He also is in poor health, his family says. (The Kansas City Star is not publishing his name because he has not been charged under the Stolen Valor Act.) 

The story included, word for word, two sentences from the framed medal citations the veteran displayed in his office. 

Watchdog groups and other veterans pored over the photograph, scrutinizing the medals. Some filed Freedom of Information requests to corroborate or expose his claims, searching archives and the National Personnel Records Center and reports for general order numbers from the citations for his Distinguished Service Cross and Silver Star. 

No one found any evidence that the Kansan had received the awards he claimed, or been a POW, or even seen combat. His records indicated he was in Korea about a month. 

"This guy ... had so many red flags I couldn't believe that no one had questioned him before," Mary Schantag said. 

"The first thing everybody noticed was that [he] refused to show proof of his records. Most guys, despite being reluctant, will show what they did because it means so much. ... It costs so much in human terms to get these awards. 

"He showed it only to his family and the friends who went into his office ... until he was [to be] inducted into the hall of fame." 

Other veterans said they asked the Kansan to release his military records with his privacy sections redacted. It would still show his awards and honors. 

He refused, they said. 

Officials at the Guard Hall of Fame said the veteran told them that he had asked the military to not put his honors on his records because he did not deserve them. 

That made veterans doubt his story more. 

Meanwhile, in Topeka, Doug Jacobs, board president of the Guard Hall of Fame, started his own investigation, calling and writing military offices, trying to get the elusive records to "prove this man's innocence," he said. 

Days later, Jacobs received a phone message from Arlington, Va. 

The voice was that of Sterner. The Star had asked Sterner to run through his database two sentences from the veteran's Distinguished Service Cross, or DSC, citation. 

From the 812 DSC narratives from the Korean War, the computer made one hit: a word-for-word match with a passage describing one man's heroism. 

And it was not the Kansas veteran's. 

It was that of Army Sgt. 1st Class Richard J. Hartnett, who had gone back to Pennsylvania after the war and died in 2003. 

The Star then called back the reporter who had written the original story. The reporter had taped the hourlong interview and had photocopied the medal citations from the nominee's office wall. 

As The Star began to read Hartnett's entire citation, the other reporter gasped. Except for the name, date and location, they were identical. 

Sterner then ran the Kansan's Silver Star citation through the same screening process. Again, just one hit. 

This one came from another DSC citation. The recipient: Army Cpl. Fabian Nieves-Laguer. He was a member of the famous "Borinqueneers," the 65th Infantry Regiment from Puerto Rico. 

It took Sterner's computer 14 seconds to make the match. 

"Gosh, he didn't even bother to write his own wording," said Sterner. "This shows so clearly the value in a database that documents these awards. 

"Without it, this would have taken months or even years to find, and that's if we would have ever found it." 

The Star tried to talk to the Kansas veteran, but he did not return calls. 

-- -- -- 

In her home in Jonestown, Pa., Delores Hartnett, widow of Richard Hartnett, listened as The Star told her how another man appeared to have adopted her husband's medal citation as his own. 

She was speechless at first. 

Her husband rarely talked about his service in Korea, she said. But after the Korean War, he enlisted in the Pennsylvania National Guard, serving for 25 years. He once told her that he did what he had to do to serve his country. 

The couple had five children and seven grandchildren. She does not visit his grave on Memorial Day because "he's in my heart every day, every moment," she said. 

But she can imagine what her husband would have said about a case of stolen valor. 

"To steal someone else's heroics, what they fought for, and watched friends die for, this is absolutely pitiful ... pitiful, pitiful, pitiful!" 

-- -- -- 

Jacobs of the Guard Hall of Fame said recently that the Kansas veteran's family has withdrawn his nomination. He will not be inducted into the hall. 

The hall has changed its rules regarding information that emerges after a nominee's induction has been announced, Jacobs said. Before, there was no provision to prevent a nominee who had been accepted from being inducted. 

Mary Schantag said she has forwarded information about the veteran to the FBI. Not just his name, but a folder with everything the Schantags gathered. 

"That's standard for us. It's against the law to wear a medal that you didn't earn because they come at such a high human cost. 

"You know, if these people told just one lie, they might get away with it. But they've got to be better and more than everyone else. 

"What they fail to understand is that just by serving and doing what they were told to do, whether they saw combat or sat behind the scenes in an office, is extraordinary. 

"That's good enough to be a hero." 

------ 

A harrowing narrative of bravery Here is an excerpt from Richard J. Hartnett's Distinguished Service Cross citation: 

Sergeant First Class Hartnett distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in action against enemy aggressor forces in the vicinity of Chorwon, Korea, on 29 September 1951. 

On that date, Sergeant Hartnett's company was assigned the mission of attacking a numerically superior hostile force occupying well-fortified hill positions. 

Commanding the lead squad of this assault, Sergeant Hartnett had maneuvered his men to within a few yards of the enemy emplacements when a heavy volume of machine-gun fire halted their advance. 

Unhesitatingly, Sergeant Hartnett charged directly into the intense enemy fire, hurling grenades and firing his rifle. His aggressive action neutralized the hostile emplacement, but his attack also attracted the attention of the enemy troops occupying another bunker who immediately directed their fire against the friendly force. 

Sergeant Hartnett single-handedly assaulted the emplacement, this time destroying its weapon and killing the occupants. Observing another enemy position, he fearlessly charged a third time and eliminated it. 

His courageous actions were directly responsible for the collapse of the enemy defenses and enabled his company to take its objective with a minimum of casualties. 

------ 

The psychology of a great temptation -- embellishment 

We are all likely to embroider personal stories to make ourselves appear a bit brighter or funnier or more interesting than we think we are, said John Wisner, a psychiatrist at the University of Kansas Hospital. 

"That's human nature. It's a tremendous human temptation," he said. 

But people cross the line on deception when they can't understand the value of telling the truth, or they get caught up in living a story that isn't true, Wisner said. 

"Oftentimes people do it for love or esteem from other people," he said. "There are people who can't allow themselves to be perceived as who they are and have to make things up. They feel empty and hollow as who they are and have to embellish." 

Military service is a particularly attractive way to boost one's image, Wisner said. 

"It implies machismo and bravery. For the average American, military service is the one way available to show valor." 

Wisner was on staff at the Kansas City VA Medical Center more than 20 years. He met many who acted heroically and were wounded in the line of duty. Rarely did he find someone who exaggerated what he had done. 

"If they talk about it, they do it with a degree of humility and even reluctance," Wisner said. 
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